Young people in Europe today

The financial situation of the young people varies in each European country, as their income comes from their work or their families.


The way the family is organized is different among the countries of Europe. The way of thinking and the religion play a significant role. Protestants can live together and have children without getting married, but Catholics must get married, if they want to make a family. In poorer countries young people rarely leave their families, as they cannot afford to pay for the daily expenses.


Young people in Europe face less problems with their health, as the death rate is low. On the other hand, there is an increasing number of people having accidents, committing suicide, drinking alcohol, smoking or taking drugs. Their tendency to live an adventurous life or to have experiences turns them to be vulnerable to every danger.


Racism, as there is an increasing number of emigrants in Europe, and unemployment, which most of the times is their first experience after leaving school and their family, are big problems, which must be faced in our days.


To improve this situation, the European Union must take drastic measures. First, the most significant is to inform the young people. The use of technology is necessary. The young Europeans must learn and most important, they must participate in every decision that is going to be taken. The E. U. must money for programs which will help them to overcome serious problems such as the one of language or moving from one country to the other, living in a foreign place, studying and being protected when they are in danger or have health problems. Programs like ERASMUS or LEONARDO in the educational field were very successful.


In December 14th, there was a resolution voted by the representatives of the countries of the E. U. referring to all these themes concerning the rising generation.

Young people and employment

A steady job and a satisfactory annual income are very important for every young person after finishing his studies. Unemployment between youths is a serious problem in most European countries and the main reason the young people continue living with their families.


The biggest aim is to reduce the unemployment rate ands inequalities between the young people and the adults as well as between men and women, taking into consideration that more of investments create a field of pessimism for the future. The European governments must face the problem trying to balance the European world with the rest one. Solutions like abolishing over timing will give job to many unemployed young people; it is estimated that 800.000 people will find job.


Greece appears the higher unemployment rate, which means that the effort has to be bigger. Improvement of the competition of our economy is a target, which requests brave measures in the fields of Educational system for example as it is obvious that Education is one of the sectors that reinforce unemployment.


The resolution of December 14th 2000 encourages the state members of the E. U. to take measures for the social enrolment of the young people in Europe.

Free Time

One of the biggest problems the Greek students face is the luck of free time they need in order to create, to enjoy, to live. Students have to go to school, learn foreign languages, go to music schools, go to athletic centres, and study their homework for 10-12 hours a day.


The result is children and parents full of nerves, phobias, exhausted, without dreams, courage and future perspectives. There is no time for inspiration and creativity as everything must be done quickly. Their only alternative is watching TV; about 82% states that they watch TV before going to bed. Going to an athletic centre or to a concert and even rarely to the theatre may be an additional occupation for some of them.


Their way of living, as they are sent to the arena of the competition very early, can make them become antisocial. The students today cannot enjoy themselves and worst, they cannot even protest.


This is a shocking conclusion which must force the adults to realize that free time is vital for the students.

The school of the future in Greece

The discussion is held globally as since 1987 the "construction" of the school of the future has begun. The first step in Greece had to do with schools full of colours with balconies and gardens. Some books changed and students have the opportunity to use computers.


Modern schools plan to ban the traditional school class, as the student will spend his school time a) in front of the computers, b) talking with his classmates, c) learning through technology and cooperation. The school of the future must be open in sports and culture, a net of development and communication. 


The Organization of school buildings examines three scenarios for the future school; re-schooling and de-schooling are examples of these scenarios.


The Greek Educational Institute proposes ways of turning knowledge into an understandable, attractive and interesting procedure, which will provide students with the ability of thinking, criticizing, acting and finally facing the everyday life. Foreign languages, Environmental courses, Health courses, Sports are very important, as "learning" will not be limited by a certain place and time any more. As far as the teachers are concerned, their role will be to advise and help their students.


In conclusion, the student must be prepared in order to become a sophisticated, active citizen ready to face his life while forming a strong personality and critical thought.

