
We have chosen the topic “Communication” because we believe that nowadays it is a very serious problem, which is becoming harder and harder in human relationships. 

We, the teenagers of 2004 are constantly bombarded by “communication techniques” which are nothing more but images, messages and sounds i.e. advertisements. And it’s true that there are many advertisements that present happy teenagers!

Well, how much do we all need “communication”, the true and interpersonal and not the “virtual” or distance? More than  ever  before….
Therefore, in our class we discussed about 

· The ways of communication between teenagers

· The communication problems teenagers face both at home and at school, in their everyday relations with their fellow students, but also in their everyday life in general, as special individuals with kinetic problems

· How the modern forms of communication (SMS, e-mail) encourage the development of interpersonal and true relationships.

· How often teenagers communicate with each other and with the environment in general, taking into account the limited free time they have and, finally

· How school can improve on the grounds of communication in the future.

Furthermore, in the limited available time we had, we tried to use search engines and visit different websites and then we wrote in Word, each one in front of our PCs, but always cooperatively and communicatively, our opinions, thoughts, ideas on each of the above topics. As a result, some topics were covered thoroughly, while some others were not even recorded but only discussed in class.

Most of us, after writing about the development in the forms of communication through time, we particularly dealt with the ways today’s teenagers communicate since we found that in Greece alone about 400000 e-mail messages are sent every day and that on New Year’s Eve more than 36000000 messages were sent in three hour’s time. Telephone may still be the main means of communication but the exchange of “direct messages” has become a way of life. We can send a song, an image, or even write our thoughts sitting in front of a screen. This field of telecommunication has its own rules, the website creates new relations. It imposes [image: image1.png]


new forms of communication, yet unknown. Even while we were writing our thoughts, some of us were taking pictures of   ourselves  and  fellow students through our mobile phone…

Which is the need covered through communication? The need that everyone feels to express themselves, to say something to someone else, to ask something, to express their feeling, to search for a friend or a partner… Communication is sharing information, thought, ideas…(Maria), caring truly for the other person… (Vangelis), making life easier (Kiriakos), and why do we communicate by e-mail? Because the characteristics of this form of communication are speed, humor, metaphors, the use of abbreviations, the sense of today and the ability to express yourself   easily  (Kamil).
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During the recording of the problems of communication, we talked about the difficulty that teenagers as sensitive human beings have in communicating even with their fellow students in the classroom and about the isolation they feel when they try spontaneously to approach others and the feelings of frustration and rejection they feel when their classmates do not understand them and treat them in a cruel and selfish way (Maria). During the first years of adolescence, which are characterized as a period of “natural madness”, students struggle to truly find people to communicate but unfortunately they have the impression that nobody understands them. (Rosalia)

We also referred to the relationship between teenagers and their parents and to the difficulty they have in developing contact and understanding. We have also mentioned the communicative relationships that we develop with our teachers and we have concluded with the idea that it is very difficult to have the communication we want, since there is big age difference between us and our teachers. In the future, we would like teachers- advisors and not examiners. 

We also dealt with the essential and serious problems of people who cannot see or hear and who are extremely aided by the intensive development of new technologies. 

Most of us referred to the dangers that exist in these quick new ways of communication by comparing them to traditional correspondence and true and not “virtual” communication. “We have to be careful of how and with whom we communicate because in many cases we can get in deep trouble”, writes Lydia.

As a conclusion of our discussion on the lack of communication and interest between people, we record the following:
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“ The paradox in our era is that we talk too much, love less and hate more, we have more experts but also more problems. We have more university degrees but less wisdom, more knowledge and less critical ability. We have learnt how to earn a living but we have lost life. We added years to our lives but our years lack living. We reached the moon but we cannot reach our neighbor. We conquered outer space but we lost our inner self. We clean the air and polluter our souls. We managed to divide the atom but we are still prejudiced. We have higher income but less morale. We have quantity but we have lost quality”

